[Structural alterations during the course of glaucoma disease].
Structural changes in the course of glaucoma disease affect the trabecular meshwork and ciliary body in addition to the optic disc as the primary site of glaucoma damage. Latest results from experimental studies, animal models and measurements in human eyes are presented and discussed. The presenting scenario is complex with age, biochemical and mechanical stress factors leading to subsequent, irreversible tissue change in the trabecular meshwork and cribriform plate of the optic nerve, resulting in neuronal tissue loss. Knowledge of these changes will be the key for future glaucoma therapies.